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When President Donald Trump visited Las Vegas 
after the mass shooting last month, Stephanie 
Melanson was invited to meet with him and tell 
her story. She was OK until the clicking of camer-
as clicking sent her back to that night of gunshots.
Stephanie Melanson, along with her sister, 
Paige, and her mother, Rosemarie, were at the 
Route 91 Harvest music festival when Stephen 
Paddock shot and killed 58 people and injured 
546 people from the 32nd floor of the Mandalay 
Bay Hotel.
Among the injured were Paige, who had a bullet 
graze her elbow, and Rosemarie, who was shot in 
the chest and is still in critical condition, said Ta-
sha Killian, a close friend of the family and an 
alumna of Utah State University.
With the Melanson family’s permission, Killian 
shared their story with The Utah Statesman. 
The doctors said Rosemarie will recover, but the 
bullet shattered and left fragments that tore holes 
in different organs, Killian said.
“I used to call her Mom Melanson, because she’s 
just everybody’s mom,” she said. “You go over to 
their house and she always has treats for you. She 
always made sure you’re doing just fine and ev-
erything’s going well in your life. She was just a 
mom to everyone she knew and everyone that 
came over to her house.”
Melanson had gotten tickets to go to the concert 
FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD:
The plague of mass shootings that’s seem-
ingly defined this country’s recent history 
continues to cycle through a miserable 
frenzy of reactions. Tragedies are politi-
cized. Thoughts and prayers are offered by some and reject-
ed by others. Snarky solutions based on misinformation are 
proposed on Twitter — melt down every gun; arm every cit-
izen; do nothing.
Every angle of the debate has some factual knick-knack 
backing it up, every local news station its own spin on the 
attack. Actual proposed solutions are hard to come by, too 
often riddled with errors and inaccuracies.
So, with that in mind, let’s talk.
Mass shootings are not natural disasters. They are not inev-
itable, irreversible acts of nature we have to live with be-
cause it’s just a part of being human. More Americans have 
died from gun violence in the past four de-
cades than in all of America’s wars. Possibly 
even more horrific, more preschoolers are 
killed by guns in an average year than po-
lice officers.
This is not right. This is not OK.
“The right to bear arms” is Constitutionally guaranteed. No 
reasonably-minded person is saying that right should be tak-
en away. The majority of Americans already agree that back-
ground checks and other regulations should be put in place 
ONE MONTH LATER
The lasting effects of the deadliest mass shooting in modern U.S. history
see “Editorial Board” PAGE 10
see “Las Vegas” PAGE 10
By Miranda Lorence
STUDENT LIFE CONTENT MANAGER
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NOW HIRING DRIVER GUIDES 
2018 SUMMER IN ALASKA
Paid Local CDL Training
Best Compensation Package
$500 Travel Bonus
Housing Available
Visiting Utah State Campus:
December 4th-8th
Apply Online: www.alaskacoachtours.com
907.612.0348    jason@alaskacoachtours.comBYRON
Peace Corps
Volunteer,
We teach in classrooms,
help entrepreneurs take their
businesses online, build apps
to share healthcare information,
and more. If you are inspired
by impact that is hands-on,
grassroots-driven and lasting,
search for Volunteer openings at
peacecorps.gov/openings.
Construction confusion: Aggie Shuttle rerouted; 
routines disrupted
PHOTO BY Tim Carpenter
Road construction at different points along 1000 North in Logan has led to three different reroutings of the Aggie Shuttle throughout the 
Fall 2017 semester.
Emily Haynie noticed the campus loop bus she 
was wanting to ride up to school make a U-turn 
and go the other way. 
“I like taking campus loop because it stops 
close to the art building,” the freshman study-
ing Psychology said. 
Haynie was forced to walk fifteen minutes 
more than she had originally planned because 
the bus at her stop didn’t come. 
Aggie Shuttle buses have been rerouted three 
times since school started in August — all due 
to construction. This means the Aggie Shuttle 
that arrives at a specific stop might not match 
up to the name of that stop.
Alden Erickson, Aggie Shuttle supervisor, said 
detours were implemented to provide the best 
service possible to shuttle riders. 
“1000 North is the main artery for the Aggie 
Shuttle,” Erickson said.
Regardless of what shuttle shows up at the 
stop, the bus is still going up to campus, Erick-
son said.
“There have been buses coming that do not 
show up on the shuttle map, but it still has the 
same end goal of getting people to campus,” 
Erickson said. 
The purpose of the construction going on this 
year is to install a drainage system and make 
the sidewalk compliant to the standards of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), said Ty-
ler Cady, Logan City Project Manager.
“We are trying our best to work around the 
construction put upon us,” Erickson said. “We 
are doing our very best to get people where 
they want to be in the safest manner possible.”
Construction on the intersection of 800 East 
and 1000 North was completed in September, 
in time for the influx of people to Logan for the 
USU football game against Brigham Young Uni-
versity. 
“We were able to get that finished and then 
from there we have phased out the rest of the 
project going to the east to provide access for 
buses and parking for athletic events,” Cady 
said. 
Cady said he understands Aggie Shuttle buses 
need access on the south side of the stadium. 
“We’ve tried to work Aggie Shuttle the best we 
can,” Cady said. “Obviously, the timing isn’t 
ideal and we are doing our best to work around 
everything.” 
Cady said the City was unable to fund the 
project before August, when most USU stu-
dents came back for the Fall semester. 
“It didn’t work for us to do it when we really 
wanted to,” Cady said. “We didn’t want to start 
the project when school started. It’s just kind of 
the way things worked out.” 
At the Campus Loop stop on 900 North, Ken-
dyll Nelson, a sophomore studying business ad-
ministration and marketing, voiced her confu-
sion about the buses to a friend. 
“We are really confused about the buses be-
cause we feel that we haven’t gotten any updat-
ed information on how they work,” Nelson 
said. 
Cady said he is determined to finish the proj-
ect soon so the buses can get back on their nor-
mal schedule. 
“Things change and I understand it’s an incon-
venience to everyone,” he said. “It’s something 
we have to get done.” 
The weather will determine when they are 
able to pave the road and finish the project, 
Cady said. 
Erickson said the project is set to be complet-
ed in the middle of November. 
— b96russell@gmail.com
 @bjr4601
By Bobbee Russell
NEWS STAFF WRITER
New campus thrift store helps students save money sustainably
T R U E  B L U E  R E U S E
Josephine Bennion held her gently-used blan-
ket and pajama pants in line to checkout at the 
grand opening of True Blue reuse on Oct. 25 in 
the basement of Mountain View Tower. 
“The stuff is still plenty good to use for people 
who want them,” said Bennion, a sophomore 
studying environmental engineering. “Often-
times I don’t like what’s trending in the depart-
ment stores so I usually come to thrift stores to 
find what I like.” 
Proceeds from True Blue Reuse will go to a 
club through the Val R. Christensen Service 
Center. The specific club has not yet been de-
cided. 
Before True Blue Reuse opened its storefront, 
it was incorporated into the farmer’s market, 
giving students multiple opportunities to shop 
the inventory of used student items. 
Lydia Velazquez, a freshman studying journal-
ism, said she heard about True Blue Reuse from 
the farmer’s market. 
“I decided to come check it out because I enjoy 
thrift shopping,” Velazquez said. 
Velazquez said she appreciates True Blue Re-
use because it’s in a convenient location and 
she doesn’t have to seek out a ride. 
Paige Morgan, who founded the store, said 
she is grateful for knowledge her business 
classes gave her to establish True Blue Reuse. 
“I feel really accomplished,” Morgan said. 
“The whole point of being a sustainability in-
tern is to help something and make it last.” 
PHOTO BY Kyle Todecheene
True Blue Reuse, a thrift store located in the basement of Mountain View Tower on the Utah State University campus, first opened its doors 
to students on Wednesday, Oct. 25.
By Bobbee Russell
NEWS STAFF WRITER
A G G I E S 
    S Y N C
Utah State University students looking for ser-
vice opportunities now have a more accessible 
way than ever to find them.
AggieSync, a new program located on every 
student’s online MyUSU menu, asks students to 
sign in with their major, year in school and ex-
pected graduation year, and then provides 
them a list of service opportunities on campus 
and around the community.
“It’s a great opportunity for students to go and 
find service opportunities,” said Todd Brown, 
the Utah State University Student Association 
service vice president. “A lot of times students 
are looking for service opportunities and they 
don’t know where to go.”
Several student involvement organizations re-
quire participants to obtain and log a certain 
number of service hours, which AggieSync can 
make more accessible.
“It’s a really good way to keep track of your 
hours, too,” said Anna Stoker, director of the 
Student Nutrition Access Center, a campus or-
ganization that provides free food to students 
who cannot afford to provide for themselves.
AggieSync replaces Aggies Giving Service, the 
program previously used for students to log 
service hours.
“It’s all on just one common location, it’s pret-
ty sweet,” said Chaseton Womack, co-director 
of Aggie Translators, which provides language 
translation to USU students and Cache Valley 
residents. “Now it’s a lot easier to manage what 
you do.”
Students are automatically placed into the Ag-
gieSync system when they enroll at USU. Be-
fore receiving notifications about service op-
portunities, they must create a profile, which 
takes about two minutes.
“Everybody’s busy with school and home-
work, but (we want) to be able to encourage 
them to serve and have it help their college ex-
perience,” Stoker said. “I think service allows 
us to grow and become familiar with everybody 
around us and situations that people are in as 
well.”
To ensure students are honest about their 
logged hours, their respective service directors 
see “True Blue” PAGE 3
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USU debuts program aimed at 
making service opportunities 
more accessible
Utah State University students looking for ser-
vice opportunities now have a more accessible 
way than ever to find them.
AggieSync, a new program located on every 
student’s online MyUSU menu, asks students to 
sign in with their major, year in school and ex-
pected graduation year, and then provides 
them a list of service opportunities on campus 
and around the community.
“It’s a great opportunity for students to go and 
find service opportunities,” said Todd Brown, 
the Utah State University Student Association 
service vice president. “A lot of times students 
are looking for service opportunities and they 
don’t know where to go.”
Several student involvement organizations re-
quire participants to obtain and log a certain 
number of service hours, which AggieSync can 
make more accessible.
“It’s a really good way to keep track of your 
hours, too,” said Anna Stoker, director of the 
Student Nutrition Access Center, a campus or-
ganization that provides free food to students 
who cannot afford to provide for themselves.
AggieSync replaces Aggies Giving Service, the 
program previously used for students to log 
service hours.
“It’s all on just one common location, it’s pret-
ty sweet,” said Chaseton Womack, co-director 
of Aggie Translators, which provides language 
translation to USU students and Cache Valley 
residents. “Now it’s a lot easier to manage what 
you do.”
Students are automatically placed into the Ag-
gieSync system when they enroll at USU. Be-
fore receiving notifications about service op-
portunities, they must create a profile, which 
takes about two minutes.
“Everybody’s busy with school and home-
work, but (we want) to be able to encourage 
them to serve and have it help their college ex-
perience,” Stoker said. “I think service allows 
us to grow and become familiar with everybody 
around us and situations that people are in as 
well.”
To ensure students are honest about their 
logged hours, their respective service directors 
must approve hours before they can be official-
ly logged.
“You keep track of everything that happens a 
lot better — it’s kind of like Facebook for ser-
vice,” Womack said. 
Students can find service opportunities from 
the USU Val R. Christensen Service Center, as 
well as various nationwide organizations like 
the Red Cross, American Nuclear Society and 
Food Recovery Network.
Although the program’s primary purpose is to 
provide service opportunities, students can also 
access service-related, paid jobs in various USU 
organizations like the Center for Civic Engage-
ment.
Because student service hours are logged in 
the program, students can easily access them 
when accessing transcripts for jobs or academic 
programs.
“So when you’re applying for jobs, you can 
print it out with your official transcripts, so it 
looks really nice,” said Brentlee Rice, director 
of the Big Brothers Big Sisters USU chapter.
As of Thursday, 575 students had logged hours 
on AggieSync, which Stoker said she thinks is 
“decent for just getting started.”
Stoker and Brown agreed many students will 
use AggieSync for required service or other ex-
ternal reasons — however both said they be-
lieve service is beneficial to students simply for 
its intrinsic rewards.
“Service gives you an opportunity to think 
about somebody besides yourself,” Stoker said, 
“which is hard to do in college because we’re 
surrounded by a lot of worries that have us fo-
cus inward rather than outward.”
— alisonberg28@gmail.com
 @alison__berg
By Alison Berg
NEWS SENIOR WRITER
PHOTOS BY Lauren Romero
AggieSync, a new program sponsored by the Val R. Christensen Service Center at Utah State University, allows students to find service 
opportunities and log service hours directly through the MyUSU webpage.
Interfaith certifi-
cate lets students 
learn more without 
adding a minor
Utah State University is now offering an 18-cred-
it Interfaith Leadership Certificate which provides 
skills in the classroom to impact the community. 
It is “practical as it is knowledge based,” said 
Bonnie Glass-Coffin, a professor of Anthropology 
and affiliate professor of Religious Studies.
The certificate differs from the minor in number 
of credits required and the content of the classes. 
The 15-credit Religious Studies minor requires 
elective courses and the study of two different re-
ligious traditions of the student’s choice. 
The interfaith certificate requires Introduction to 
Interfaith Leadership as the introductory course.
This Spring, students interested in pursuing the 
certificate will be able to enroll in Introduction to 
Interfaith Studies and other required classes. 
The Interfaith Leadership Certificate can be add-
ed to any major or minor.
The certificate requires classes from numerous 
departments at USU — not just religious studies 
— which makes it interdisciplinary, Glass-Coffin 
said. 
The Interfaith Leadership Certificate was ap-
proved by the Educational Policies Committee 
(EPC) on Oct. 6. This is the first step in the ap-
proval process that makes the certificate official. 
The process continues to more committees on the 
university level, then it is approved by the state.   
Offering interfaith leadership as a certificate 
rather than a minor makes it available for more 
students. Not only that, but it’s a tangible way to 
show you’ve learned something, Glass-Coffin 
said.
“Sometimes future employers don’t understand 
what a minor is,” Glass-Coffin said. “Most of them 
get that a certificate means you’ve learned how to 
do something.”
The goal of the program is to enhance the deep 
understanding gained in Religious Studies cours-
es by providing students with a skill set to engage 
cooperatively with people who follow different 
faith traditions, Glass-Coffin said.
Glass-Coffin said in order to have some appre-
ciative knowledge of other religious traditions, 
you have to “have a vision” of what it would mean 
to engage with somebody who is different. 
Another goal of the interfaith certificate is con-
By Bobbee Russell
NEWS STAFF WRITER
True Blue Reuse is run by student volunteers 
from the Student Sustainability Office and Stu-
dent  Organization for Society and Natural Re-
sources (SOSNR). 
“I think it’s really cool that it’s student-driv-
en,” Velazquez said.
Morgan also reached out to sustainability 
clubs on campus and has acquired volunteers 
from those clubs. 
Brooke Smith, a senior majoring in environ-
mental studies, said she is excited to be in-
volved with the project. 
“It’s the first day and it’s gone really well. Peo-
ple are definitely trickling in I think we’ve got 
the organization down and everything. I’m ex-
cited to see it grow from here,” Smith said.  
Utah State University Housing and Residence 
Life worked closely with the sustainability of-
fice and True Blue Reuse to allow use of the 
space in Mountain View 
Tower. 
John Terry, the Mountain 
View Tower residence di-
rector, said sustainability is 
a beneficial part of estab-
lishing the store.
“We absolutely welcome 
that because we are focus-
ing on sustainability in 
housing as well.”
True Blue Reuse is open 
from 3 to 5 p.m. every 
Wednesday and Thursday. 
Donations can be brought 
during store hours. 
— b96russell@gmail.com
 @bjr24601
“True Blue” FROM PAGE 1
PHOTO BY Kyle Todecheene
Lydia Velazquez shops at the grand openinng of True Blue Reuse.
see “Interfaith” PAGE 10
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A celebration of life, death and culture took 
place on the Utah State University campus on 
Thursday. 
For the third year in a row, the USU LatinX 
Creative Society hosted a Día De Los Muer-
tos procession to celebrate the holiday. This 
celebration is rooted deep in tradition and is 
celebrated by many Latinos across the world.
“This is a tradition that has been celebrated 
for over 3000 years,” said Crescencio Lopez, a 
Spanish professor at USU. “First in pre-Co-
lumbian times, then the Spanish came and it 
was a mix of both cultures. In pre-Columbian 
times, Aztecs celebrated for entire month of 
August and then when the Spanish came it 
was a blend of both cultures. We celebrate the 
belief that our ancestors never leave this world 
and they come back every year to be with us.”
This ancient celebration was brought to life 
by students as they paraded through campus. 
The procession began with a blessing provided 
by club member Lizette Cruz. Traditional mu-
sic accompanied the group as they made their 
way through campus. Those who participated 
in the procession sang along to songs of the 
dead, such as “De Colores” (The Colors), 
“Cielito Lindo” (Lovely Sweetheart), and 
“Volver Volver” (Return Return). 
Cruz said costumes are a very important cul-
tural aspect of this celebration. 
“For my costumes, it’s a feeling of how you 
want to celebrate,” she said. “I chose some-
thing that took me back home, colorful and 
cultural. Everything that reminded me of back 
home.”
Students could be seen with skeleton face-
paint and brightly colored outfits adorned 
with marigold flowers. 
“Your costume doesn’t have to be expensive 
or glamorous,” said Karina Hernandez, a USU 
junior. “Do some research on the symbolism. 
There is history behind all of it.” 
One symbol of Día De Los Muertos is the 
character La Catrina. La Catrina is the lady of 
death. La Catrina can be seen in many depic-
tions of Día De los Muertos as the skeleton of 
a woman with a large, fancy hat. At the USU 
procession, La Catrina was dressed in white 
with a black umbrella. 
For Lopez, it’s all about getting into charac-
ter. Lopez was dressed as the Catrin, the hus-
band of the Catrina. 
“I think about how I want to portray this 
character in public,” he said. “I think about the 
clothes that the Catrin would wear. He’s well 
dressed and represents a person that was rich, 
but when death came to him it was the ulti-
mate equalizer. No one escapes death.”
All students were welcome to dress up in Día 
De Los Muertos-inspired costumes. 
“Make it you. Make it unique,” said Christina 
Carreño, a senior.
Jonathan Dursteler, a global communications 
major, was one of the students who joined the 
procession. 
“From a non-hispanic perspective, I believe 
that this holiday is a way to celebrate the peo-
ple before us,” he said. “It’s not my personal 
beliefs, but it is interesting to come be a part of 
it.” 
Jenna Riches, a sophomore studying Spanish, 
said it was fun to participate in the procession.
“For me, it is a day to remember where we 
came from and give our ancestors the honor 
they deserve,” she said.
Along with the procession, there were tradi-
tional altars, or ofrendas, on display in the 
Taggart Student Center ballroom. The altars 
had items such as pictures of ancestors, flow-
ers, food and beverages. 
Ketzel Morales, a junior, said the altars are 
used to invite the dead back with everything 
S T U D E N T  L I F E
¡FELIZ DÍA DE LOS MUERTOS! 
By Shelby Black
STUDENT LIFE WRITER
PHOTO BY Cameo Tamala
 La Catrina, or the Lady of Death, can be seen in many depictions of Día De los Muertos as the skeleton of a woman with a large, fancy hat. At the USU procession, La Catrina was dressed in white with a black umbrella. Her husband, the Catrin, walked beside her also wearing white.
PHOTO BY Megan Nielsen
 Día De los Muertos is celebrated with the belief that ancestors never leave this world and come back every year to be with loved ones.
see “DEAD” PAGE 4
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Utah State University Student Association 
hosted a new event Tuesday evening in the 
Taggart Student Center. Aggie Heroes, an 
event similar to TED Talks, featured speakers 
from a variety of backgrounds with diverse and 
impactful messages. 
Aggie Heroes featured eight speakers with 
messages about everything from eating disor-
ders and sexual assault to life in a wheelchair 
or being gay in a predominantly Church of Je-
sus Christ and Latter-day Saints community. 
Ayanna Likens, the President Cabinet’s di-
rector for the 2017-2018 school year, said Ag-
gie Heroes has been in the process of getting 
organized since last semester. 
“Michael Scott Peters had the idea during his 
election,” Likens said. “His campaign was ‘ev-
eryone belongs’ and he wanted to showcase 
that. He thought bringing different challenges 
and backgrounds together in one place and 
sharing them would be a great place to start.”
Likens has been working with Peters since 
July to put together an evening that would be 
both enjoyable and impactful for USU stu-
dents. Although they faced some other strug-
gles, Likens said the hardest part was choosing 
who should speak at the event. 
“There are so many great students and Aggies 
with inspiring stories,” she said. “We just 
wanted to get a variety of different people. We 
have people from all different backgrounds 
and challenges.”
T-shirts were handed out to the first 150 
people who came through the door and at-
tendees were able to meet the speakers after-
wards. SAAVI (Sexual Assault and Anti-Vio-
lence Information), CAPS (Counseling and 
Psychological Services), a therapy dog and a 
nutrition specialist were all available for stu-
dents to meet with afterward if they needed 
any assistance. 
“Knowing this event we are putting on could 
help even one person has been the rewarding 
part,” Likens said. “If one of these speakers we 
have chosen touches even one person in the 
audience and helps them, then we have suc-
ceeded.”
Matt Bowen, one of the Aggie Heroes speak-
ers, said he was excited to be a part of this 
event. 
“Reminiscing about the experiences I went 
through and how far I have come is my favor-
ite part,” Bowen said. “ I don’t think about it 
every day, so to realize where I am at now ver-
sus where I was at the beginning is empower-
ing.”
Bowen is paralyzed from a body surfing acci-
dent that occurred in 2015. After a long road 
to recovery, Bowen has been able to graduate 
from USU only a semester later than he had 
planned with a degree in information systems. 
“There are two parts of what changed my 
perspective on my situation,” Bowen said. “My 
brother offered me advice to only feel sorry for 
myself for ten minutes a day. Then I realized I 
had a choice between either being upset and 
bitter about my situation or putting on a hap-
py face and getting ready to conquer the 
world.”
Feyisa Berisa, another “Hero” who spoke at 
the event, said it was a great honor to be asked 
to participate. 
“I never thought I had accomplished any-
thing. But we all have,” Berisa said. “If you feel 
like someone recognizes what you do it makes 
you excited to do more things, making you 
more successful.” 
Greg Beecher, the buddy director for USU 
Best Buddies, was another speaker at the 
event. He focused his speech on being more 
accepting of people with intellectual disabili-
ties, like himself, because they are no different 
from other people. Beecher said he believes all 
of the different issues talked about during Ag-
gie Heroes are important topics for people to 
understand. 
“Once more people know about these issues, 
the insight will be greater,” Beecher said. “A lot 
of times people do not think about how the 
other person feels. Overall awareness for other 
people is what we are trying to convey.”
Likens said Aggie Heroes was put on for 
many purposes, but the most important was to 
increase empathy and inclusion on campus. 
“We want Aggies to come and hear these sto-
ries and know that they aren’t alone,” she said. 
“We have resources at school for them and we 
are here for them too.”
— shelbstoor11@aggiemail.usu.edu
 @shelbstoor11
they liked in life. 
“At midnight, the dead come and partake in 
the food and other things that they enjoyed 
while they were alive,” he said.
Karina Hernandez, a member of the LatinX 
Creative Society, stressed the importance of 
this event to the Latino community.
“This is an excellent opportunity for students 
to be part of a culture,” she said. “There’s not 
always opportunities like this to reconnect to 
your roots. We want to make connections with 
other cultures to grow as a community.”
Lopez agreed.
“It empowers Latinos and those that are not 
used to seeing themselves celebrating the Day 
of The Dead,” he  said. “We specifically set up 
the procession so we can have have as much 
visibility as possible. It’s all about Latinos to 
empower through culture.”
To check out other events by the USU Lat-
inX Creative Society or to get involved, stu-
dents can find them on Facebook at “USU 
LatinX Creative Society.”
—shelby.black@aggiemail.usu.edu
 @shelbsterblack
SPEAKING OUT BY REACHING OUT
PHOTO BY Cameo Tamala
Kyle Hacking, Alison Berg, Ben Ballam, Noelle E. Cockett, Greg Beecher, Matt Bowen, Aaron Vera, Tessa Schwab, Feyisa Berisa, and Micheal Scott smile for a group photo after the Aggie Heroes event at Utah State University on November 1, 2017.
By Shelby Stoor
STUDENT LIFE SENIOR WRITER
“DEAD” FROM PAGE 3
PHOTO BY Cameo Tamala
Students could be seen with skeleton facepaint and brightly colored outfits adorned with marigold flowers at the USU LatinX Creative Society procession celebrating the Day the Dead. 
STUDENT LIFE
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Utah State took a crucial step towards achiev-
ing bowl eligibility with a 24-10 victory over 
New Mexico on Saturday in Albuquerque, mov-
ing to 5-5 on the year. USU forced four Lobo 
turnovers during the contest, scoring 14 points 
as a result.
The Aggies looked to be in trouble early, as 
New Mexico intercepted freshman QB Jordan 
Love off a deflection on the first play from 
scrimmage. The Lobos drove deep into the Ag-
gie redzone, before sophomore Justus Te’i 
forced a fumble to keep New Mexico out of the 
endzone. USU’s offense, however, continued to 
struggle against the Lobo defense before a 
1-yard TD run by Lajuan Hunt broke a 0-0 
deadlock late in the first quarter. Following a 
New Mexico field goal, Hunt broke a 65-yard 
run to paydirt to give USU a 14-3 lead heading 
into halftime. 
In the second half, with New Mexico attempt-
ing to pull off the comeback, the Aggie defense 
continued to hold strong, as a Dominik Eberle 
field goal pushed the lead to 14-3. Freshman 
linebacker David Woodward iced the game in 
the fourth quarter with a 70-yard fumble return 
for a touchdown to extend Utah State’s lead to 
24-3. A late 34-yard touchdown run by New 
Mexico QB Tekava Tuiota drove the game to its 
final score.
Utah State’s offense looked out of sync at 
times, as Love struggled for the day, throwing 
for 114 yards on only 13-24 passing for zero 
touchdowns and one interception. The Aggie 
rushing attack was able to pick up the slack, 
however, as Hunt tallied his second 100-yard 
rushing game in the past three contests, run-
ning for 117 yards on 14 attempts. Hunt also 
recorded his third career multi-TD game, rush-
ing for two scores on the day.
The star of the show, however, was the Aggie 
defense. USU held a potent New Mexico rush-
ing attack to a 4.6 yards per carry average on 
the day, well short of the Lobos’ average for the 
season. Sophomores Devon Anderson and Te’i 
each recorded two forced fumbles on the day, 
while junior safety Gaje Ferguson led the team 
with eight tackles and also recorded his first ca-
reer sack in the game.
The win came at just the right time for the Ag-
gies, who entered the game needing to go 2-1 
over their final three games to again reach the 
bowl postseason after a one-year absence. Utah 
State now needs one more win, either at home 
versus Hawaii or on the road at Air Force, to 
qualify for the team’s sixth bowl in seven years.
Prior to that, USU will enjoy their first and 
only bye week of the year after playing 10 
straight weeks to open the season. Utah State 
has shown a remarkable ability to prepare 
themselves through a bye week, as the team 
has gone 4-0 after regular season bye weeks 
under head coach Matt Wells.
The Aggies will have their first chance to qual-
ify for bowl season in two weeks, when Utah 
State will welcome Hawaii to Maverik Stadium. 
Kickoff is currently set for noon on Saturday, 
November 18.
— daniel.b.hansen@aggiemail.usu.edu
 @TheGrandDanny
ONE MORE WIN
The Utah State men’s basketball team won 
their opening exhibition game on Friday night 
at the Dee Glen Smith Spectrum, defeating the 
University of Providence Argonauts 98-54. 
Sophomore guard Koby McEwen led all scorers 
with 17 points.
“Great to be back out on the Spectrum floor 
and get the kinks out,” coach Tim Duryea said. 
“I thought we started the game with a really 
good defensive presence. Our guys translated 
our game prep and carried that over to the 
game. They did a tremendous job in carrying 
out the jobs that we prepared them to do.”
The game was an offensive showcase for USU. 
As a team, the Aggies assisted on 26 of their 31 
field goals, and also put up 38 3-point field goal 
attempts, converting 15 of them at a 39.8 per-
cent clip. Freshman Brock Miller scored nine 
points, all on 3-point field goals. Junior DeAn-
gelo Isby, senior Alex Dargenton, and freshmen 
Abel Porter and Daron Henson each added two 
treys of their own.
“We have a lot of confident guys that don’t shy 
away from the moment,” McEwen said of the 
team’s fast-paced, high-octane offense. “We’ve 
got a very versatile lineup, we’re small but we 
can use that to our advantage. We’re usually 
feisty, and we like to push… I like the way our 
guys played.”
In a game that Utah State was expected to win 
handily, the Aggies dominated in nearly every 
facet of the game. USU enjoyed sizeable advan-
tages in the turnover margin, rebounding, fast-
break points, points in the paint, and bench 
scoring. Sophomore guard Sam Merrill led USU 
with eight assists, while also registering zero 
turnovers.
Despite the stats, the team vocalized the de-
sire to get better.
“We need to clean up a lot of things, especially 
rebounding,” McEwen said. “We’ll just get back 
to the drawing board on Monday, see what we 
need to fix, and work on it.”
Julion Pearre, one of only two seniors on the 
roster, was kept to the bench due to a non-con-
tact injury suffered in practice.
“Four to six weeks with a calf tear,” Duryea 
said of Pearre’s timetable. “We were afraid of 
season-ending surgery, but they’re thinking 
sometime around the Utah game or right after.”
All told, the exhibitional warm-up was an 
overall success for the Aggies and an opportu-
nity to translate the offseason’s work into sub-
stantial improvement under the lights in the 
Spectrum. Utah State will next play and offi-
cially kick off the regular season on November 
11 at Weber State.
— daniel.b.hansen@aggiemail.usu.edu
 @TheGrandDanny
By Daniel Hansen
SPORTS SENIOR WRITER
Aggie men 
earn
exhibition 
victory
USU moves closer to bowl eligibility with victory in New Mexico
By Daniel Hansen
SPORTS SENIOR WRITER
PHOTO BY AP Photo/Andres Leighton
Utah State running back LaJuan Hunt eludes New Mexico defensive lineman Kene Okonkwo (98) and linebacker Sitiveni Tamaivena (26) during the first half of Saturday’s game. Utah State won 24-10.
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Following Utah State’s 24-10 victory over New 
Mexico, the Aggies have seen their name pop up in 
several bowl projections from various media out-
lets. At 5-5, the Aggies will need just one more vic-
tory either at home versus Hawaii or on the road at 
Air Force. The general consensus seems to be that 
USU will achieve it.
There is, however, a variety of different bowls 
that the Aggies are projected to slot into, ranging 
from the expected and likely to the unique and im-
probable. The following is a collection of those 
projections, and a brief analysis of the likelihood of 
each and the events necessary for them to happen.
Jerry Palms, CBS Sports
Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl, December 26: Utah 
State vs Southern Mississippi
The Heart of Dallas Bowl typically features a Big 
12 vs Conf-USA matchup. However, only five 
teams from the Big 12 have reached six wins on 
the season. Kansas State needs only one more vic-
tory to reach the plateau, but a Texas-Texas Tech 
showdown in the final week of the season will 
probably prevent one team involved from reaching 
six wins. That means only seven viable teams try-
ing to fill the Big 12’s eight bowl tie-ins, leaving an 
extra slot open to a Group of 5 team. Utah State 
doesn’t have a major following in or around Dallas, 
however, and might be overlooked in this bowl in 
favor of a more geographically-friendly team.
Jason Kirk, SB Nation
In what Kirk calls messiest bowl picture he’s seen 
in the seven years of projecting bowl seasons, Kirk 
sees the Aggies reaching the six-win plateau, but 
being shut out from the plethora of bowls due to 
too many teams becoming eligible. Currently, 50 
teams have already reached six wins, and another 
46 teams sit at four or five wins with several weeks 
still to play, meaning this possibility does exist. 
How likely it is, I honestly have no idea. Utah State 
can avoid any possibility of this fate by winning 
each of their final two games to reach 7-5 on the 
season.
Eric Single, Sports Illustrated
Cactus Bowl, December 26: Utah State vs Utah
Now this is a bowl matchup I can get behind. The 
Cactus Bowl in Phoenix, Arizona normally features 
a Big 12 vs Pac 12 matchup. As noted earlier, the 
Big 12 may struggle to fill all of their bowl provi-
sions. In this instance, Utah State also makes a lot 
of sense to travel one state southward to Arizona, 
and let’s be honest, a Utah State-Utah rivalry re-
newal would be one of the more convincing 
matchups in all of bowl season. A possible wrench 
to be thrown into the mix, however, would be an-
other Mountain West team also wanting to fill this 
vacant bowl slot. Any team such as San Diego 
State, Boise State, Colorado State, or even Fresno 
State would look at the Cactus Bowl as a very de-
sirable invitation should any fail to reach the Las 
Vegas Bowl via a conference championship.
David Bonagura, ESPN
Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl, December 26, Utah 
State vs UTSA
The same situation would need to occur as in Jer-
ry Palm’s projection. Still not terribly likely, but the 
game would be a revisit to 2012, Utah State’s last 
year in the WAC when the Aggies defeated UTSA 
48-17.
David Hale, ESPN
NOVA Home Loans Arizona Bowl, December 29, 
Utah State vs Appalachian State
The first projection considered here that slots the 
Aggies into a MW tie-in. This result would be en-
tirely within the realm of plausibility, though it 
would depend on other eligible MW teams not be-
ing chosen to fill the spot. San Diego State, Colora-
do State, and Fresno State could all be viable can-
didates for Tucson.
College Sports Madness
Birmingham Bowl, December 23, Utah State vs 
UAB
Usually a battle between the AAC and the SEC, 
both conferences may fall short of filling all of the 
conference’s bowl games. In slides Utah State from 
the MW and UAB out of Conf-USA, in their first 
season after a brief football hiatus. This bowl 
seems unlikely, however, as a trip to Alabama 
makes little sense for Utah State, and makes little 
sense for the bowl itself. If USU is selected to fill 
another conference’s bowl, it will probably be 
much closer to home.
By Daniel Hansen
SPORTS SENIOR WRITER
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AGGIE BASKETBALL IS BACK
USU women open exhibition play with 72-55 win, while men earn 98-54 victory
PHOTO BY Matt Halton PHOTO BY Matt Halton
PHOTO BY Erica McNeill
PHOTO BY Iain Laurence
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O P I N I O N
Guest column: Dear Utah, get your priorities straight
Letter to the editor: Shooter
Over the weekend, I felt the familiar rumble of 
a Dodge Grand Caravan under my feet and in 
my hands as I drove the rest of the News team 
and multiple other Statesman staff down to 
Orem, Utah for the College Media Workshop at 
Utah Valley University. 
The Dodge Grand Caravan, seemingly the 
poster child for Mormon families everywhere, 
lacked only our stick-figure family on the back 
to make the road trip down I-15 complete. 
Loaded to the brim with students, laptops and 
copies of the Statesman to trade with other 
schools, I felt truly like a local, waving to other 
minivans on the road and enduring the traffic 
just south of Salt Lake City. 
I am from Kansas City, Missouri originally, and 
without boring readers with my love of home, I 
can confidently say that coming to Utah was a 
culture shock on many levels. I am not a 
member of the LDS church and have no familial 
connection to it. I like to learn about and 
respect all religions, and luckily most 18-25 
year old Mormons have great teaching skills. 
The religion fascinates me and I have loved 
getting to know the nuances of the LDS 
community, though I do miss talking about 
coffee and tattoos. Even among those who 
aren’t members of the LDS church, religion 
plays a key role in the state, as evidenced by 
the ghost towns that Sundays create.
However, on the drive down to Orem, the 
abundance of billboards touting religious or 
conservative ideals shocked me. Constantly 
bombarded with messages like “God Created. 
Period.” and “Cosmopolitan is Porn”, I was 
shown the lack of prioritization that Utah has 
created. 
Before moving to Logan, I did plenty of 
research on the state to figure out what I was 
moving into, and found some surprising facts. 
For example, according to the Center for 
Disease Control (CDC), Utah has the 5th-high-
est suicide rate in the country, especially among 
young men aged 15-25. Listed below states 
with significantly lower populations, namely 
Wyoming, Montana, Alaska and New Mexico, 
Utahns must wonder what is causing such a 
spike in self-inflicted death. Among those 
struggling with depression, there is a tendency 
in Utah to pursue only counseling provided 
through churches and God, rather than 
accepting these issues as mental health crises 
and using therapists and antidepressants to 
combat them. Dialogue makes a difference, and 
the more Utahns view mental health as a lack 
of God, the more young people will avoid 
medical help, or be pushed away from it by 
their families. 
The opioid epidemic, which has finally began 
to take a front seat in Utahns’ worry baskets, is 
another one of the biggest killers in the state. 
According to the Utah Health Department, of 
the 357 overdose deaths in 2015, 282 were due 
to opioids -- which cause an average of six 
deaths per week in the state. Drug poisonings 
and overdoses are the leading cause of death 
for adults aged 25-54, according to worldlifeex-
pectancy.com. 
The problem with these two epidemics, which 
claimed a combined 1,224 lives in Utah over 
the course of 2015, lies not in our ability to 
address them, but in Utah’s desire to sweep 
them under the rug. 
During our trip south from Logan, there was 
not a single billboard depicting problems with 
opioid overdoses or begging parents to help 
their struggling teenagers with depression. 
However, there were at least three billboards 
about God and/or creationism, and an equal 
amount describing the supposed horrors of 
pornography addiction. I am in no way 
endorsing the consumption of pornography, 
and am not knocking religion — but the 
problems Utah sees affecting its kids and adults 
are so much bigger than some naked people or 
strongly backed science such as evolution.
From what I have read, pornography has 
killed zero people in its existence, and while 
exploiting women and teaching men the wrong 
way to go about fornication, has hardly any 
lasting health effects, at least much less than 
opioid addiction. Pornography is not a good 
thing, but to ignore deadly and devastating 
issues, transferring our worry into smaller and 
less horrifying affairs, is detrimental to our 
ability to fix things — like suicide and opioids 
— that are actually taking people’s lives. The 
longer we trivialize such issues like pornogra-
phy, the more lives we will lose to suicide and 
opioid overdose. 
As far as the creationist billboards, I’m not 
going to go deep into creationism, but evolu-
tion is proven and testable by science. Humans 
came from other creatures, and while that may 
contradict the narrative found in the Book of 
Genesis, I believe religion and science can 
coexist. God is a loving entity and wants the 
best for humans. If you believe God created the 
Universe and the Earth, don’t you think that He 
would want us to learn the rules of how it 
works? Evolution may be a scientific process, 
but it can also work very well in religious 
studies.
If the people of Utah wanted to embrace God’s 
love and share His compassion, Utahns could 
do so much more. Rather than channeling 
money into “Porn Kills Love” campaigns, money 
could be given to scientific studies about 
depression in youth -- especially those in large 
families. If you care about your neighbors as 
Jesus taught, support more studies at our 
top-rate universities to combat the opioid 
epidemic in our beautiful state. If Utahns can 
band together around the right issues, we will 
have more time and lives to combat others. The 
longer we trivialize such issues like pornogra-
phy and creationism, the more lives we are 
going to lose to suicide and opioid overdose.
— Carter Moore is a staff writer for the Utah 
Statesman. Feedback on his guest column is 
welcome at carter.moore@aggiemail.usu.edu or 
on Twitter @Carterthegrreat
by Carter Moore
STATESMAN STAF WRITER
26 years old, dishonorable discharge, beat 
his wife and child, year in the brig.  That’s a 
profile.  And those were the words I was 
looking for as I watched this abomination in 
Texas unfold, trying to begin to understand, 
again, what kind of a person would do this 
kind of thing.    
High speed car chase, killed himself.  The 
end.  Until it happens again.
He threatened his mother-in-law.  But still 
...
An ex-lawman on television was trying to 
explain things from his perspective and 
experience to a news hostess saying that it 
could be a copycat kind of thing.  Some-
where between this lawman’s personal 
opinion and professional experience, and his 
best hunch, and, importantly, even before 
the identity and background of the shooter 
was made public, he surmised that when a 
person of a certain type sees a mass shoot-
ing on TV, like the one in Las Vegas or the 
many others, he tends to want to do or beat 
that, copy it.   
As seen on TV.  
Person of a certain type.        
I suppose this is as good a path as any to 
explore in trying to unravel this psychologi-
cal phenomenon, the copycat theory.  Too 
bad the shooter is dead, in one sense, 
because now he can’t be examined personal-
ly, other to say, however, his brain can be 
studied as the Las Vegas shooter’s brain will 
be.  Postmortem.  Maybe this is best.  Maybe 
they will find something, some disorder, in 
the brain that will reveal something signifi-
cant.  
Not to make any equivocal comparison, but 
there is a comparison.  It took a long time 
and a lot of violent personal trauma and 
sadness to discover the trauma of concus-
sion in NFL players, which explained a lot 
about why they were experiencing the 
mental and physical problems they were 
having.  Problems that were far reaching 
into both their personal and professional 
lives.
So, this kind of forensic medical science 
will be helpful in discovering if there is any 
correlation in brain function or anatomy, or 
any anomaly, similar to these shooters.
Aside from that, all interviewable psycho-
logical reasonings are on the table.  As far 
as age goes, you can almost rule that out.  
The Sandy Hook shooter kid was 19, the Las 
Vegas shooter was 64.  The recent Texas 
shooter was 26.  All male, however, none 
female.  
Dishonorable discharge, beat his wife and 
child, year in the brig.
After interviewing his parents, siblings, 
friends, acquaintances, school teachers, 
mother-in-law ..everything and everyone 
this shooter came int contact with, a well 
defined psychological profile will emerge.  
Comparisons will be made with the profiles 
of other shooters.  Some commonalities may 
be discovered.  They will be matched with 
the postmortem findings of the brain 
analyses of the deceased shooters. 
Findings will be found.  More shootings 
will occur, probably even while these studies 
are being conducted.  They will examine 
and analyze those shooters.  
Seems like we are keeping the shooter 
examiners well employed, and the morti-
cians, and the news services, law enforce-
ment.  Gun sales are up.  All while someone 
is probably thinking, planning, to shoot up a 
church, movie theatre, school, mall, as you 
read this. 
Identifying and stopping “that type of 
person” is the hard part.  Postmortem is 
easy.  Our hearts and prayers go out.  Easy.  
Stopping this goddam evil is the job.  The 
job nobody seems able to do.  
Is it a gun problem or a mental health 
problem?  Aside from a terrorist style 
“attack” or a Jihadi hell-bent on destruction 
in the name of Allah using a vehicle of some 
sort as a weapon, the emphasis seems to be 
on guns and mental health.  
The gun problem is nonnegotiable.  We will 
have guns.  It’s the law.  Besides, if we 
stopped all gun and ammo sales today, there 
would still be millions of guns available to 
any nutcase or criminal deviant to choose 
from, and some equivalent nutcase to sell 
them to him.  The debate over magazine 
size and buttstocks is peripheral to the 
problem, and mere background noise.
So, that leaves mental health. 
When we talk about psychologists and 
psychiatrists we tend to think of the classic 
high-end Park Avenue doctor.  Couch, dark 
office, authoritative comforting voice.  
Expensive.  The reality is that every town in 
America has mental health advocates, 
practitioners, and social workers, and these 
are the folks to whom the courts and law 
enforcement send people who have become 
enmeshed into the system because of some 
assumed mental health related crime, or are 
sought out privately.  Their funding comes 
from a combination of grants, government 
funding, service and co-pay fees.    
There are clinics like this in every town, 
city and rural community, and still, the ratio 
of people needing help to the person giving 
it, the case load, is usually way out of 
proportion.  Further, the presumed effective-
ness and intentions of the social worker or 
therapist, often with a masters degree, often 
not, often inexperienced, may be well 
meaning, but identifying and attending to 
the seriousness and the ramifications of 
many cases often goes both unnoticed and 
unattended.  
The depth and quality of the across the 
board, general mental health services in the 
U.S. is questionable and should be exam-
ined closely.  
And then there are the potential shooters 
who have never seen a therapist.  God help 
us.
— John Kushma is a communication 
consultant and lives in Logan, Utah.
by John Kushma
FREQUENT LETTER WRITER
Dishonorable discharge, 
beat his wife and child, 
year in the brig.
— John Kushma
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as a Mother’s Day gift from her two daugh-
ters, Paige and Stephanie, Killian said. 
She was injured during the first round of 
shots and fell to the ground. Her daughters 
didn’t want to leave her but it was too dan-
gerous. Through the crowd, a retired fire-
fighter from California came to help and told 
Melanson’s daughters to run away, promis-
ing them he would stay with their mother 
until she was safe. 
“And so, with that promise, they ran out 
and were able to get to safety,” Killian said.
It took 11 hours for Paige and Stephanie to 
find their mother again, she said. They went 
from hospital to hospital trying to find her, 
but kept getting turned away as more and 
more patients were brought in.
A couple of days later, Killian said, the girls 
found the firefighter who had helped them 
and were able to thank him.
“I think it was a good healing process for 
the two girls to be able to meet him and talk 
to him and hear the rest of the story,” she 
said. 
After her daughters ran to safety, the fire-
fighter used a sweater from one of the girls 
to stop their mother’s bleeding. Some of the 
people around him broke down a fence and 
used it to carry Rosemarie to an ambulance. 
Killian said he was glad to hear she made it 
somewhere and was being taken care of.
One month later, the Melanson family is 
still recovering. It’s still on a day-to-day ba-
sis, Killian said.
Despite the impact that the shooting had on 
those who were there that night as well as 
their friends and family, Las Vegas has pretty 
much returned to normal, said Melissa 
Bowles-Terry, a USU alumni and UNLV facul-
ty member.
“In a lot of ways it feels like we sort of host-
ed this tragedy,” she said, “because so many 
of the victims and so many of the people 
who were there were not local per se.”
Instead, it feels like they were the center of 
the shooting, but the results are dispersed 
throughout the country, she said. Las Vegas 
is a tourist town and it affected a lot of tour-
ists.
Killian had four or five friends at the con-
cert that night, both local and visiting. Her 
brother was also on The Strip for a hockey 
game at the time of the shooting.
She had just returned home to Provo after a 
weekend in Idaho with friends and was 
scrolling through Facebook when she heard 
the news. 
It was 1 a.m. on her birthday.
“I just couldn’t even sleep,” Killian said. “I 
was up till like three in the morning just go-
ing through the different people I knew were 
there, going through my Facebook feed, get-
ting all the notifications of people saying 
they were safe.”
Despite its close proximity, the University of 
Nevada Las Vegas decided to stay open the 
day after the shooting.
“We just went about kind of on autopilot 
basically, just went about my day as usual,” 
said Michael Terry, also a USU alumni and 
UNLV faculty member. 
The rationale behind staying open, Terry 
said, was to give students a space to process 
things and check in. Some professors carried 
on class as usual, but others either cancelled 
class or used their time to discuss the shoot-
ing.
“I just couldn’t have a normal class,” Terry 
said. “I mean that just wasn’t going to work, 
so I held my class and I think everyone was 
just in shock about what happened. “
Terry spent the first few minutes of his class 
discussing the material he had planned, and 
then spent the rest of the time talking about 
resources available for everyone. After 20 
minutes, he ended the class, then wandered 
around. Campus was really empty that day, 
he said.
The UNLV provost asked professors to be 
understanding with students who weren’t in 
class that week, he said. A lot of people dis-
agreed with the decision to have school that 
day.
“I think these kind of things happen all the 
time, in the United states overall,” he said. 
“And I think a lot of people are affected by 
that, like any time it happens in the country. 
When it happens this close, in a town in the 
city you live in, it feels more real in some 
ways, like it’s even that much more obvious 
that we have a problem.”
Bowels-Terry agreed.
“And it has really, you know, pointed out to 
me again that we need gun reform in this 
country so that a person can’t amount a 
whole collection of 30 automatic weapons. 
It’s really dangerous, the fact that a person 
can do that without any oversight,” she said.
After everything that happened, Killian said 
the city of Las Vegas triggers a different feel-
ing within her.
“It’s still home,” she said. “It’s still Las Vegas 
and ‘what happens in Vegas stays in Vegas’ 
and it’s still got that party feel to it and I 
don’t think there’s anything that will keep 
me from going and just enjoying that envi-
ronment, but it definitely has a different 
meaning to it.”
For her, that feeling is pride in the way 
that the Las Vegas community came to-
gether after the shooting. 
“To know that something terrible hap-
pened in your hometown and to feel the 
effects of that with the people close to 
you,” she said, “but then also to feel proud 
of the way that people reacted to it and 
that complete strangers became heroes 
and changed people’s lives and gave their 
life for someone else that they didn’t even 
know.”
She continued.
“I don’t really know how to describe it 
other than, it felt more like home than it 
has in a really long time. And I was really 
proud to say that I was from Las Vegas,” 
she said.
— Miranda.lorenc@gmail.com
 @miranda_lorenc
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(if not already) and enforced.
Yet here we are, engaging in a seemingly 
endless national debate about where the 
line between our Constitutional rights and 
the value of American lives should be drawn.
At what point — When a pastor is asked to 
face the nation only hours after watching his 
daughter’s murder? When a music festival 
has more casualties than the most danger-
ous battle in Iraq? When a grandmother lies 
on the floor of her church, pretending to be 
dead, while she watches the life leave her 
son’s body? When a parent, their child’s 
room still decorated five years later, is forced 
to respond to conspiracy theorists who claim 
their child’s death was faked? 
At what point has a nation lost its soul?
This is a uniquely American problem. And 
while horrific mass shootings are typically 
the catalyst to conversations about gun con-
trol, the true lethality of guns becomes more 
evident in other situations.
The majority of gun-related deaths in the 
United States are suicides (nearly 60 per-
cent). One researcher who studied suicides 
over a four-decade period found that more 
than 85 percent of individuals who survived 
a suicide attempt did not die from suicide 
later in life. What if our friends and neigh-
bors who are struggling with suicidal 
thoughts didn’t have such an effective tool? 
How many of them would still be with us 
today?
Rational individuals are not calling for the 
complete removal of guns. Frankly, in a 
country where there are nearly as many 
guns as people, that’s not possible. The best 
strategy to address the senseless violence is 
careful, data-backed policy. 
Unfortunately, data is not readily available. 
The rest of the world offers plenty of case 
studies but decades-old policy decisions are 
still restricting research in the United States.
A 2015 executive order issued by former 
President Barack Obama lifted a restriction 
on gun-related research by the Center for 
Disease Control, but Congress has rejected 
subsequent budget proposals that would 
provide funding for such research. 
Let us say that again: Our congressional 
representatives — men and women elected 
to consider our best interests — have voted 
multiple times against funding for research 
that could help find possible ways to mini-
mize these tragedies.
There is no easy solution to this crisis — 
and that is exactly the problem. The answer 
here isn’t going to be black or white. It’s go-
ing to take work. It’s going to take research 
and compromise. And it’s not going to be 
perfect. If the resolution were easy and com-
fortable, we wouldn’t be having this conver-
sation.
These tragedies should not be the price for 
“freedom.” Mass shootings should not be a 
part of the regular news cycle. Yet that is to-
day’s reality. That is what America has be-
come. 
It doesn’t have to be this way, though. Rea-
sonable solutions can be found. We ask that 
our elected officials — and all of us — work 
together to find a solution that will work in 
the interest of all Americans.
“Editorial Board” FROM PAGE 1“Las Vegas” FROM PAGE 1
versation, she said.
“Part of this skill set includes 
providing opportunities for stu-
dents to learn how to voice their 
own identities, which include 
religious or nonreligious identi-
ties, which we don’t often talk 
about in a university setting,” 
Glass-Coffin said.
Seth Marsden, a sophomore 
Sociology major pursuing the 
certificate, said he enjoys study-
ing religion — but not theology. 
“Religion is about theology, 
but it’s also about the people,” 
Marsden said. “I think interfaith 
encompasses a more personal 
side of religion. I was inspired 
to pursue interfaith leadership 
through acts of service with 
people who believe differently 
than me.”
Marsden is also the public rela-
tions and marketing officer for 
the Interfaith Student Associa-
tion on campus. 
The interfaith certificate is also 
available to students who at-
tend USU’s regional campuses 
across the state. Introduction to 
Interfaith Leadership, as well as 
other courses required for the 
certificate, will be offered on-
line this spring.
More information can be 
found at www.interfaith.usu.
edu.
— b96russell@gmail.com
 @bjr24601
“Interfaith” FROM PAGE 3
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CITY ENGINEER / BUILDING OFFICIAL
FOR RICHFIELD CITY CORPORATION
 Richfield City is accepting applications for a City Engineer / Building Official
to perform a variety of engineering functions including the design,
oversight and inspection of routine public works projects; coordinating
with consulting engineers on larger city projects and serve as the City’s Building 
Official, with responsibility for building inspections and zoning regulations.
This full-time position with an excellent, comprehensive benefit
package and beginning salary range of $63,000 to $68,000, 
depending on education and experience.
Applications will be accepted until
5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 21, 2017.
Further details can be found at www.richfieldcity.com.
All Major Credit Cards Accepted
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This Thanksgiving!
You can give a delicious Thanksgiving
dinner to a Hungry and Homeless 
person for Only $1.98!
Salt Lake City Mission will serve delicious ham or 
turkey and dressing, mashed potatoes with gravy, 
vegetables, a roll, a big piece of pie and a drink. Your 
gift will also provide clean clothes, hygiene kits, 
life skills, education, employment opportunities, 
counseling  and so much more to the needy. We expect to 
serve over 40,000 meals this 20th Annual Holiday Season.
o$19.80 provides 10 delicious Thanksgiving dinners
o$27.72 provides 14 delicious Thanksgiving dinners
o$55.44 provides 28 delicious Thanksgiving dinners
o$108.90 provides 55 delicious Thanksgiving dinners
o$198.00 provides 100 delicious Thanksgiving dinners
o$542.52 provides 274 delicious Thanksgiving dinners
o$1,083.06 provides  547  delicious Thanksgiving dinners
o$5,000 or my best gift of Other $_________________
Name_____________________________________
Address___________________________Apt.______
City/State/Zip______________________________
If Credit Card, #_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Exp. Date: _______ Signed:______________________
For more info or to make a gift online visit www.saltlakecitymission.org
A good meal is often the first step to a new life!
You will receive a tax-deductible receipt.
Please mail your gift today!
Salt Lake City Mission
PO Box 142, SLC, UT 84110-0142
“Providing real change 
not just spare change since 1993”
Costs are approximate, include operation 
expenses and may be used for programs to 
help the homeless throughout the year. 
We never sell your name. 
Not Affiliated with The Rescue Mission of Salt Lake
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T H E  B O A R D
FOR ADVERTISING CONTACT:
ADVERTISING@USUSTATESMAN.COM
435.797.1775
Connect 
members of 
the Aggie 
community 
and provide a 
voice for all 
through 
impactful, 
relevant and 
diverse 
multimedia 
coverage.
MISSION STATEMENT
DISH TV. 190 channels. $49.99/mo. for 24 mos. 
Ask About Exclusive Dish Features like SlingÆ 
and the HopperÆ. PLUS HighSpeed Internet, 
$14.95/mo. (Availability and Restrictions apply.) 
TV for Less, Not Less TV! 1-866-360-6959.
Moving Out of State? We Will Match or Beat 
Any Price Guaranteed! Prices Start at Only $799. 
Quality Moving Companies Only. CALL Long 
Distance Movers for FREE Quote 1-877-703-
3816
Lung Cancer? 60 or Older? If So, You and Your 
Family may Be Entitled To A Significant Cash 
Award. Call 888-737-1846 To Learn More. No 
Risk, No Money Out of Pocket
Personals
Meet singles right now! No paid operators, just 
real people like you. Browse greetings, exchange 
messages and connect live. Try it free. Call now: 
800-359-2796
Pets
GOT AN OLDER CAR, VAN OR SUV? Do 
the humane thing. Donate it to the Humane Soci-
ety. Call 1-800-849-1593.
Automotive
 
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 1-800-360-
4120.
Got an older car, boat or RV? Do the humane 
thing. Donate it to the Humane Society. Call 1- 
800-849-1593.
Building Materials
METAL ROOF/WALL
Panels, Pre-engineered Metal Buildings. Mill 
prices for sheeting coil are at a 4 year low. You get 
the savings. 17 Colors prime material, cut to your 
exact length. CO Building Systems 1-800-CO-
BLDGS.
Help Wanted
FOUR CORNERS HEALTHCARE 
seeks Respiratory Therapist to serve Four Corners 
area, paying $35-40 hr. Send resume to travisshum-
way@live.com or call 435-678-2194. 
Miscellaneous
C L A S S I F I E D  A D S DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company
A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve
If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*
Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about
No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow
Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,
exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures
NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts you can receive
FREE Information Kit
1-888-919-4729
www.dental50plus.com/utah
*Individual plan.
Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of thistype. Contact 
us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY;call 1-800-969-4781 or 
respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096C                                                                     MB16-NM001Gc
MISC. FOR SALE
Real Butterfly Jewelry & Boutique Shopping 
*Bohemian Clothing* 
Preservation Butterfly Jewelry 
*Handcrafted Artisan Goods* 
Exquisite Lingerie 
*Intimate Temptations* 
 
TheRedFox.com 
*72 West Center, Logan UT*  
Mon-Sat 12PM-6PM
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ADD YOUR EVENT AT USUSTATESMAN.COM/EVENTS
C C A L E N D A R  |  N O V E M B E R  7  -  N O V E M B E R  1 4 
11/07
CWG: Women in Stem 
Panel
11/7/2017 12:00pm
3000 Old Main Hill
Logan, UT  
Developing a Thirst for 
Knowledge
11/7/2017 11:00am
0120 Old Main Hill
Logan, UT  
Paper & Clay: Juried 
Art Exhibit
11/7/2017 10:00am
1400 Old Main Hill
Logan, UT  
Veterans Day
Diwali
11/11/2017 6:00pm
Utah State Univeristy
Logan, UT  
USU Volleyball vs Air 
Force
11/11/2017 7:00pm
898 Lars Hansen Drive
Logan, UT   
BEHS The Hunchback 
of Notre Dame
11/10/2017 6:30pm
380 S 600 W
Brigham City, UT  
LITTLE BRITCHES 
RODEO
11/10/2017 
320 N 1000 W
Brigham City, UT 
Story Time
11/10/2017 11:00am
475 E 2500 N
North Logan, UT  
Toddler Story Time
11/10/2017 10:10am
475 E 2500 N
North Logan, UT  
Zoo Lights
11/10/2017 6:00pm
419 West 700 South
Logan, UT  
Caine Chamber En-
sembles
11/8/2017 7:30pm
Logan, UT  
Free Date Rape Drug 
Detector cards
11/8/2017 5:00pm
90 N 100 E Suite 140
Logan, UT  
Passion Workshop
11/8/2017 7:00pm
1400 Old Main Hill
Logan, UT 
Aggie Voice Auditions
11/13/2017 6:00pm
1400 Old Main Hill
Logan, UT  
LIVE2LEAD: Logan
11/13/2017 8:00am
615 Riverwoods Pkwy
Logan, UT  
Percussion Ensembles
11/13/2017 7:30pm
1400 Old Main Hill
Logan, UT  
Studying: Quality 
Beats Quantity
11/13/2017 10:30am
0120 Old Main Hill
Logan, UT  
USU Men’s Basketball 
vs Montana State
11/13/2017 7:00pm
7600 Old Main Hill
Logan, UT  
11/08 11/09 11/10 11/11 11/13
TUES. WED. THUR. FRI. SAT. MON.
ECHOES, Reflecting 
on the Strength and 
Grit of Pioneer Women
11/9/2017 6:00pm
Daryl Chase Fine Arts 
Visual Center
Logan, UT  
Paper & Clay: Juried 
Art Exhibit
11/9/2017 10:00am
1400 Old Main Hill
Logan, UT  
USU Native American 
Heritage Month
11/9/2017 11:00am
Utah State University
Logan, UT  
Veterans Day Brown 
Bag: Col. Marianne 
Waldrop USMCR 
(Ref.)
11/9/2017 12:00pm
1400 Old Main Hill
Logan, UT  
